
ETEN
PERÙ, 1649

E u c h a r i s t i c  M i r a c l e  o f

The Eucharistic miracle
of Eten happened about
365 years ago in the Peruvian
town of Port Eten. In a Host
exposed for public adoration,
there appeared the Child Jesus
and three interconnected
hearts of a brilliant white
color. Every year, the feast
in honor of this event begins
on July 12, with the transfer
of the Host of the miracle
from its Sanctuary to the
church in the City of Eten,
and ends on July 24.

he first apparition of the Divine Child in
the Most Holy Sacrament took place on the
night of June 2, 1649, during the Vespers

and the solemn exposition in honor of the feast of
Corpus Christi. At the end of the service, the
Franciscan monk Jerome de Silva Manrique, was
about to return the monstrance to the tabernacle,
but he suddenly stopped. In the Host there
appeared the brilliant face of a Child, framed by
thick brown curls falling to the shoulders. 
All the faithful present in the church observed the
same vision. 

The second apparition took place a
few days later, on July 22nd of the same year,
during the celebrations in honor of St. Mary of
Magdalene, Patroness of the city. According to
the testimony of Brother Marco Lopez, superior

of the convent in Chiclayo, during the exposition
of the Most Holy Sacrament, “The Divine Child
Jesus again appeared in the Host, dressed in a
purple tunic. Beneath it he wore a shirt up to
the middle of the chest, according to the custom
of the South American Indians.” Through this
sign, the Divine Child wanted to identify 
with the Mochican inhabitants of Eten, to
demonstrate His love for them. In the same
apparition, which lasted about 15 minutes,
many also saw appearing in the Host three
small white hearts, united among themselves.
These symbolized the Three Persons of the
Holy Trinity: the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, present in the consecrated Host. To this
day, the feast in honor of the miracle of the
Divine Child of Eten, continues to attract
thousands of faithful yearly.
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BERGEN
NETHERLANDS, 1421

E u c h a r i s t i c  M i r a c l e  o f

The city of Bergen is famous
not only for its characteristic
canals but also for a
Eucharistic miracle that took
place there in 1421. For many
months, the pastor of the
Church of Saints Peter and
Paul had experienced doubt
about whether the Body and
the Blood of Christ was truly
present in the consecrated
Host. The priest showed no
devotion towards the Blessed
Sacrament, so much so that
one day after celebrating 
Mass he took the remaining
consecrated Hosts and threw
them in the river. Some
months later the Hosts were
found again, floating in the
water and stained with Blood.

ergen op Zoom (City on the Border), is
located along the estuary of the Schelda
River and has many canals running

across it. In 1421, on the Sunday before the
Feast of Pentecost, the pastor of the Church
of Saints Peter and Paul, not believing the
truth of the transubstantiation, threw conse-
crated Hosts left over from Mass into the
canal. 

Several months later, some
fisherman found the Hosts floating in the
water and soaked in coagulated Blood. News
of the miraculous recovery of the Hosts
spread quickly, and immediately many 
pilgrims came to see. Devotion was approved
by the bishop and, though it was banned for
a long period during the Protestant

Reformation, Catholics silently continued
to keep  alive the memory of the miracle.
Devotion was restored in the twentieth 
century and there are numerous public
events to commemorate the miracle.
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Jules Breton, Procession of the Blessed Sacrament, 1857

A model of the city of Bergen at the time of the miracle

The church of Saints Peter and Paul and the River Schelda

View of the Schelda River

Painting depicting the procession
in honor of the miracle,
Meertens Institute

CHIRATTAKONAM
ARCHDIOCESE OF TRIVANDRUM, INDIA, MAY 5, 2001

E u c h a r i s t i c  M i r a c l e  o f

This Eucharistic miracle was
verified recently, on May 5,
2001 in Trivandrum, India.
In the Host there appeared
the likeness of a man similar
to that of Christ crowned with
thorns. His Beatitude Cyril
Mar Baselice, Archbishop of
the diocese of Trivandrum,
wrote regarding this prodigy:
“[…] For us believers what
we have seen is something that
we have always believed […].
If our Lord is speaking to us
by giving us this sign, it
certainly needs a response
from us”. The monstrance
containing the miraculous
Host is to this day kept in
the church.

he Rev. Fr. Johnson Karnoor, pastor of the
church where the Eucharistic miracle took
place, recounts in his deposition: “On

April 28, 2001, in the parish church of St. Mary
of Chirattakonam,  we began the Novena to 
St. Jude Thaddeus as we did every year. At
8:49am, I exposed the Most Holy Sacrament in
the monstrance for public adoration. After a few
moments I saw what appeared to be three dots
in the Holy Eucharist. I then stopped praying
and began to look at the monstrance, also inviting
the faithful to admire the three dots. I then
asked the faithful to remain in prayer and 
reposed the monstrance in the tabernacle. On
April 30th, I celebrated the Holy Mass and 
on the following day I left for Trivandrum. On
Saturday morning, the 5th of May 2001, 
I opened the church for the usual liturgical 

celebrations. I vested for Mass and went to
open the tabernacle to see what had happened
to the Eucharist in the monstrance. I imme-
diately noted in the Host, a figure, to the 
likeness of a human face. I was deeply moved
and asked the faithful to kneel and begin
praying. I thought I alone could see the face so
I asked the altar server what he noticed in the
monstrance. He answered: ‘I see the figure of 
a man.’ I noticed that the rest of the faithful
were looking intently at the monstrance.

“We began Adoration and as
the minutes went by, the image became more
and more clear. I did not have the courage to
say anything and I began to cry. During
Adoration, we have the practice of reading a
passage from Holy Scriptures. The reading of

the day was the one from Chapter 20 in the
Gospel of John, which narrates the story of
when Jesus appeared to St. Thomas and asked
him to look at the wounds. I was only able to
say a few words in my homily, and, having to
leave for the nearby parish of Kokkodu to 
celebrate Mass, I immediately summoned a
photographer to take pictures of the Holy
Eucharist with the human face on it. After two
hours all the photos were developed; with the
passing of the time the face in every photo
became more and more clear.” 

T His Beatitude Cyril Mar Baselice, Archbishop of the diocese
of TrivandrumMonstrance containing the Particle in which the image appeared
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MIRACULOUS COMMUNIONS

© 2006, Istituto San Clemente I Papa e Martire / Real Presence Eucharistic Education and Adoration Association

Blessed Thomas of Cori 
(1655-1729) at age 22, entered
the Franciscan Order of Friars
Minor, at the monastery of the
Most Holy Trinity in Orvieto,
Italy. In his apostolate, he was
distinguished by his exemplary
practice of the Christian virtues.
Several times during Mass, 
he had various apparitions of 
the Child Jesus.

ne day, Saint Lucia Filippini was making
her way to Pitigliano near Grosseto, to

supervise a school for craftsmen which she had
founded. First, however, she stopped at the
church of the Franciscan Fathers to attend Holy
Mass. So great was Lucia’s desire to receive Jesus
in the Eucharist that the Lord wished to reward
her with a miracle. When the priest was breaking
the large Host in half to place a small Fragment
in the chalice, this very Part escaped his hand
and flew into the air, radiating light, and came
to rest on the tongue of the future saint. Today,
the shrine where the miracle took place is under
the care of the devout Filipini Sisters.

Blessed Emilia Bicchieri was the
foundress of the Dominican
Third Order Regular and always
nurtured a great love for the
Blessed Sacrament. One day
while she was taking care of a 
fellow Sister who was very sick,
she lost track of the time and so
arrived at the end of the Holy
Mass, thus missing Holy
Communion. At that point, she
began to express her regret to the
Lord for not having been able to
receive Him, and suddenly an
angel miraculously appeared to her
and gave her Holy Communion.

Saint Maria Francesca of the
Five Wounds, in the last years
of her life, was prevented from
participating at Holy Mass
because of a severe illness that
left her bed-ridden. There were
many episodes in which some
of the priests, especially Father
Bianchi, saw a particle of the
consecrated large Host and a
small amount of the consecrat-
ed wine disappear during their
Mass; it was the saint’s
Guardian Angel who brought
her Communion.

lessed Imelda Lambertini, from childhood,
already showed a great love for the

Eucharistic Jesus but the chaplain reminded her
that she could only receive Communion when she
turned 14. Nevertheless on May 12, 1333
(Ascension Vigil), she went to Mass and presented
herself to receive Holy Communion. The priest
ignored her completely but the Lord wished to
grant the desire of little Imelda. A Host radiating
light rose up in flight, and stopped in front of
Imelda. After she received the Body of Christ, her
pure white soul flew straight up to heaven.
Blessed Imelda is Patroness of First Communions.

aint Juliana Falconieri was always most
devoted to the Holy Eucharist. In the last

days of her life, a stomach ailment which had afflicted
her for a long time, as it became more acute, 
prevented her from receiving Communion. Before
her death in 1341, she asked that a consecrated
Host be placed on her chest, and as she recited a
prayer, the Host disappeared and left a violet
mark, as if the mark had been branded there. She
was beatified in 1678 and canonized in 1737.

In earlier times, eight years old was
too young an age to receive the
Eucharist, but St. Gerard Magella
could not resign himself to the fact
and would weep with such desola-
tion that Heaven itself was moved
to pity. One night, Saint Michael
approached him, placed a white
Host on his tongue like the one
the priest had refused to give him,
and vanished from sight. The fol-
lowing morning, happy and
triumphant, Gerard admitted can-
didly: “The priest refused me Holy
Communion, but last night St.
Michael the Archangel brought
Holy Communion to me." 

Saint Bonaventure receiving
Communion from the hand of 
an Angel, The Hieron Museum

Saint Bernard exorcising 
a woman with the Blessed
Sacrament, The Hieron Museum

Saint Secondo, before dying, recei-
ving Holy Communion brought 
by a Dove, The Hieron Museum One of the miraculous Communions of Saint Jerome

Blessed James of Montieri (Giacomo da Montieri), lived for long periods
of time being nourished only by the Eucharist. Jesus Himself gave him
Holy Communion on various occasions. An early 16th-century painter
depicted the miracle in a well-proportioned picture in which Jesus can
be seen giving Holy Communion to Blessed James.
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C A T H O L I C  Q U E S T

in conjunction with Sacred Heart of Jesus Evangelization
Presents

Vatican International Exhibit of
Eucharistic Miracles

With an extensive assortment of photographs and historical descriptions, the exhibition
presents some of the principal Eucharistic Miracles that took place throughout the ages 

in various countries of the world and which have been recognized by the Church. 
By means of 159 panels, one can “virtually visit” the places where the Miracles took place.

Come and view this FREE exhibit at 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, The Bell Tower Room

11 East Main St., Milford, MA

Friday, March 16 • 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Saturday, March 17 • 3:00 PM – 6:00 PM
Sunday, March 18 • 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Handicapped accessible. Elevator entrance between school and the back of the church.


